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Curvaglide slides past bi-folds

Aluminium style composite

Mercury 
adds Smart 

Designer Door
Trade fabricator, Mercury 

Glazing Supplies, added the 
aluminium Smart Designer 
Door to its portfolio earlier 
this year and has reported 
that it is seeing a steady 

increase in demand. 
Chris Reeks, Mercury’s sales 
and marketing director, said: 

“The market trend is for 
feature-rich high end products 

and the aluminium Smart 
Designer Door � ts the bill 

perfectly.”
According to Chris, the 

aluminium Smart Designer 
Door delivers ‘everything 

homeowners are looking for’, 
which explains why Mercury 
has enjoyed a rise in sales 

since the launch. 
The range offers four styles, 
Traditional, Vintage, Modern 

and Cottage. There is said to 
be a ‘huge’ colour range to 
choose from, including dual 
colours, plus the option of 

unique textured � nishes. And 
glazing options include � xed, 

side or head-light choices.
The doors reportedly offer 

‘impressive’ levels of 
practicality, with ‘outstanding 
security’ features such as a 
10 point high quality locking 
mechanism and a laser cut 

key pro� le system. 
Thermal ef� ciency is 

enhanced with 66mm triple 
glazed laminated units as 
standard that deliver ‘U’ 

values from 0.9 - 1.1 W/m2K 
depending on the sealed unit 

speci� ed. 
www.mercuryglazing.co.uk

and Cottage. There is said to 

Large sliding curved glass doors 
with ‘class-leading’ low ’E’ values 
have been developed for the luxury 
housing market by Surrey specialist, 
Balconette.

Described as an ‘architect’s 
dream design fl ourish’, Balconette 
claims to have re-engineered sliding 
curved glass from the ground up. 
The newly-launched Curvaglide 
system is bespoke built for the 
curved facades that are said to be 
becoming ever more popular in the 
luxury housing market. The range 
also benefi ts from Balconette’s 

new in-house development of soft 
low ‘E’ coating application, which 
reportedly brings energy effi ciency 
levels for curved glass up to leading 
levels for fl at glass for the fi rst time. 

The Curvaglide system is 
designed to fi t curved facades, with 
installations of up to 19 metres 
already completed. Customisable 
options mean the doors can be 
overlapped in a variety of different 
confi gurations.

Balconette CEO, Effi  Wolff, said: 
“Bi-fold patio doors have become 
commonplace, but curved building 

facades are rare, and demand 
something special. The system 
is aimed at architects designing 
high-end new builds and luxury 
extensions.

“We engineered a new support 
structure and rolling mechanisms 
to handle these extreme widths. For 
properties lucky enough to feature 
curving walls, the new Curvaglide 
doors are the perfect complement.”

Both the curved glass and 
matched frames are made to 
measure in-house by Balconette. 
The sliding mechanism uses two or 
three tracks, allowing customised 
confi gurations of fi xed and sliding 
doors. The smallest confi guration 
uses just two panes, both sliding 
to reveal a 50% opening. For larger 
installations, up to four doors can 
be slideable.

The ‘Low-E’ glass used in the 
Curvaglide system is said to be 
another unique feature developed 
by Balconette, providing greater 
comfort and much better energy 
effi ciency. 

According to Balconette, curved 
glass is usually provided with a 
‘hard’ low ‘E’ coating to cut down 
heat transference and that its soft 
low ‘E’ coatings are more advanced 
and reduce heat transference by an 
extra 30%.

According to Force 8, its recently 
developed smooth fi nish composite 
door gives the overall impression 
of an expensive fi nish but without 

“Our newly developed smooth 
fi nish was heavily infl uenced by the 
home improvement industry leaning 
towards slim aluminium anthracite 
grey windows. In addition to the 
smooth fi nish, you can choose from 
our wide range of our Blu 316 grade 
stainless steel hardware that comes 
with a lifetime guarantee.”

The Zermatt door by Force 8 
is said to be the fi rst two tone 
contemporary design to feature in 
the market. 

The main colour is anthracite grey, 
with the option of 210 secondary 
RAL colours.

All Force 8 doors are fi tted with 
SFS 2D hinges, the Surefi re lock 
system and come with optional low 
Stormguard threshold.
www.force8.uk 

the high costs associated with an 
aluminium door.

Dennis Sumner, managing 
director of Force 8, commented: 
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